
The MENSA Toothpick Test

Rules:
• Rule #1: Remove and set aside exactly 8 toothpicks so all that 

remains are 2 SQUARES that do not touch.
• Rule #2: The remaining 16 toothpicks must stay in their original 

position.
• Rule #3: Do not look at others’ work.

Guidelines:
• Raise your hand if you have a solution.
• Raise your hand if you need help.
• Toothpick test officials and those who have solved the test may 

help others.  Their help is limited to saying ”yes” or “no” for an 
incorrect move. 


